
Willis David Johnston 

Corporal  

Army - Canadian Army Service Corps - Regimental # 18208   

Bezanson, Alberta 

Died:  January 3, 1919 

Commemorated at:  Kortrijk Communal Cemetery, Belgium 

 

David Alexander Johnston and Jane Ann Bell were 

married in 1884.  They settled on the Johnston family 

farm near Goderich, Huron Country, Ontario where 

Elizabeth (1884), Hugh ‘Norman’ (1888), Willis (October 

1891), Charles (1893) and William ‘Earl’ (1895), were 

born.  The family subsequently moved to Mackinac 

County, Michigan in 1895 where they purchased a farm.  

Two more sons were born; Ralph (1898) and Elmer 

(1901).  By 1902, the farmland proved to be of poor 

quality; therefore, David decided to move his family to 

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario where he established a grocery 

store and a wood-delivery business.  A daughter, 

Manetta was born in 1903 followed by another daughter 

in 1906 who only lived two days.  It was a busy time for 

David and Jane Ann as they raised their family and managed their businesses.  Sadly, Jane Ann passed 

away in 1908.  Shortly thereafter, David read about the opportunities for land ownership in Northern 

Alberta.  At that point, a decision was made to sell the property and move the family west.  They 

arrived in Edmonton in 1912 where David and his older sons found employment hauling materials for 

the construction of the Parliament Buildings. That fall, David traveled over the infamous Edson Trail 

and filed a homestead application for himself and by proxy for his sons who were off age. The 

following spring, the entire family arrived at their Bezanson homesteads where they lived in a tent 

until a log house could be built.  The family worked hard to meet the homestead requirements that 

stipulated a portion of the land had to be broke and cropped and fences and outbuildings had to be 

constructed.   
 

Willis was recruited by the 101st Edmonton Fusiliers in August, 1914. His attestation paper stated that 

he was 5’8” tall with dark brown hair and grey eyes and was a laborer by trade.  He was sent to 

Valcartier, Quebec for basic training where he was transferred to the 9th Battalion.  Willis sailed on 

the S.S. Zealand which was one of 33 Atlantic liners carrying the contingent of 33,000 men.   The 

convoy arrived in Plymouth, England in October 1914 where they trained for a further four months.  

Following which, Willis was transferred to 1st Field Butchery Canadian Army Service Corps, arrived in 

France and began front-line service.  The Canadian Army Service Corps provided the necessities for 

the function of the Canadian Expeditionary force at home and overseas.  Transportation and supply 

of food, ammunition, equipment, clothing and engineering material all fell under the auspices of the 

C.A.S.C. He was appointed to the rank of Corporal in May 1915.  Armistice was signed on November 
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11, 1918 at which time the military repatriation process, which took 

months, was in place.    In 1918-1919, a flu pandemic known as the 

“Spanish Flu” crossed Europe.   Willis was listed as “dangerously ill” in 

his service records and passed away from the flu on January 3, 1919 at 

the age of 27.  He is buried in the Kortrijk (St. Jan) Communal 

Cemetery in Belgium – an area that was under German control at one 

time during the war.   
 

Willis received the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal 

and a sports medal that must have been issued by his unit.  
 

Willis’ father, David, was listed as his next-of-kin; therefore inherited 

his land legally known as SE 26-71-3-W6.  
 

Willis’ brothers, Norman, Charles and Earl also joined the army.  

Norman was wounded at the 2nd Battle of Ypres where he was captured and spent 3 ½ years at the 

Stendal Prisoner-Of-War Camp in Germany.  

Once the brothers returned home, Norman 

and Earl sold their land.  Norman moved to 

Edmonton and Earl, along with his younger 

brother Elmer, moved to California.  

Elizabeth returned to Ontario; however, 

Charles, James and Manetta remained in the 

Bezanson area.   David passed away in 1925 

and was buried in the Goderich Cemetery 

next to his wife, Jane Ann.  
 

In 2007, Willis’ grand-niece, Wanda Zenner, 

hired a researcher from the ‘Great War 

Grave Search’ to take photos of Willis’ 

headstone and leave a comment in the 

visitor book stating “Gone but Never 

Forgotten”. 
 

The Bezanson Community honours the 

memory of Willis David Johnston – a young 

man who answered the call of duty to 

maintain the   Country’s freedom and died in 

the effort to do so.  
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