
 Percy Kimmerly  

Private 

Army – 10th Battalion, Canadian Infantry – Regimental # 904594 

Bezanson, Alberta 

Died:  August 18, 1917 

Commemorated at:  Bethune Town Cemetery, France 

 

The Kimmerly family, that consisted of James E. (1855), his 

wife Elizabeth V.  (1866) and children; Lester, James Jr., 

Annie,  Percy (born September 21, 1893), Fern and 

Clifford, travelled from Port Franks, Lambton County, 

Ontario in 1903 and settled in Manitoba for three years.  

Their youngest child, Frances was born there.  Shortly 

thereafter, they moved to Saskatchewan where James Sr., 

Lester and James Jr. applied for homesteads.  In 1911, 

after hearing about the opportunities for land ownership 

in the Peace River District, James Sr. packed up his family 

and moved west where he found employment with the 

Public Works Department of the Provincial Government in 

Edmonton.  He was a foreman on one of the road crews 

that built the Edson Trail.  As such, he had first-hand 

knowledge of where a stopping place would be essential.   

 

 

 

 

 

He subsequently established the “Kimmerly 

Stopping Place” which was operated by the 

family.  It was also known as “100 Mile House” 

and “Jack Pine Lake Stopping Place”.  The name 

first appeared on the Mundy Map of 1914.   
 

In November 1915, James and Elizabeth’s son, 

Percy, filed a homestead application on NE-22-71-

4-W6 in an area of Bezanson known as Glen 

Leslie.  As this was about the same time as the 

demise of the Edson Trail, the Stopping Place was 

shut down and the family settled on Percy’s land 

in the Glen Leslie District. 
 

Percy enlisted with 194th Battalion that was 
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attached to the Canadian Infantry in Edmonton on March 10, 1916.  His attestation paper stated that 

he was 5’ 5 ¾” with blue eyes and brown hair.   It    further   stated that   he   was   a steam  

 engineer by trade. Percy sailed 

on the S.S. Olympic on November 

14, 1916 and arrived in England 

on November 21st.  He was 

transferred to the 49th Battalion, 

followed by the 9th Reserve 

Battalion and finally assigned to 

the 10th Battalion on April 17, 

1917.  Five days later, Percy was 

sent to France.  By mid-August 

1917, the Allies were committed 

to the capture of Lens. However, 

the commander of the Canadian 

Corps, Lieutenant-General Arthur 

Currie, felt the capture of Hill 70 

would be a more effective 

strategy due to its crucial 

observational position over- 

looking the occupied city of Lens. 

The assault began August 15th 

with fired drums of burning oil 

that provided a protective smoke 

screen. Slowly, the Canadians 

advanced up the hill.  On August 

18th, reinforcements had a 

difficult time reaching the line 

due to the bombardment of 

enemy gas-shelling that 

contained the blistering agent sulfur-mustard. The Canadians were heavily gassed as many men 

removed their respirators due to clouded goggles in an effort to be able to maintain accurate fire. The 

10th Battalion was assigned to the high points on the hill and it was there that Percy suffered shrapnel 

wounds to his back and passed away at the No. 33 Casualty Clearing Station the same day. He was 

buried in the Bethune Town Cemetery, France.   The Canadians withstood 21 counter attacks; 

however, there were over 9,000 casualties during the 10-day Battle of Hill 70 – a battle that was 

recorded as one of the finest performances of the War. 
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Percy received the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. His mother, Elizabeth was awarded the 

Memorial Cross.  As Elizabeth was listed as Percy’s next-of-kin, she inherited his Glen Leslie property. 

 

James Sr. found employment as the 

pilot for the ferry at the Bezanson 

Townsite.  When the ferry was 

moved to Goodwin’s Crossing, James 

assumed the same role – a position 

he kept until the fall of 1929 when 

he became ill.  James passed away in 

1932 at which time Elizabeth, along 

with their son Clifford and daughter 

Frances, moved to Grande Prairie.  

Elizabeth passed away in 1942 and 

was buried in the Glen Leslie 

Cemetery alongside her husband.  

James Jr., Clifford and Frances 

settled in Grande Prairie, Annie in 

Saskatchewan and Fern in Manitoba. 
 

The Bezanson Community honours 

the memory of Percy Kimmerly – a 

young man who answered the call of 

duty to maintain the Country’s 

freedom and died in the effort to do 

so.  
 

 

 

 

 

Written by Wanda Zenner  
 

**No part of this document may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any format without written permission of the author** 
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Note:  found discrepancies in birthdates for children therefore did not record any birthdates except for Percy.  

Percy birth registration stated he was born in 1891. 

 

 

 

 

 


