Donald Joseph Rooney
Private
Army - Royal Hamilton Light Infantry, Royal Canadian Infantry Corps - Regimental # M/105982
Bezanson, Alberta
Died: August 12, 1944
Commemorated at: Bretteville-Sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery, France
Patrick Rooney and Lucie Baker were married in
International Falls, Minnesota in 1916. After hearing
about the opportunities for land ownership in Northern
Alberta, Pat decided to move his family to Grande
Prairie in May 1917. Although Pat filed a homestead
application on SE 34-72-3-W6 (an area of Bezanson
known as Lindsay) in 1919, the family lived in Grande
Prairie until 1920. Two daughters were born while
there - Ilene (1917) and Marie (1920). Shortly after
they settled into their log home on the homestead, the
Rooney’s decided to open a store and post office that
became known as Smoky River. Three more children
were born; Dorothy (1922), Donald who went by ‘Bud’
(July 23, 1923) and Virginia (1925). As the family grew
in size, it soon became apparent that the current house
would not suffice. In 1926, Pat and Lucie made the decision to re-locate to the main road that
provided service from Sturgeon Lake to Grande Prairie - an area that later became known as the
Hamlet of Bezanson. The logs used to build the new larger store/house were from the Presbyterian
Church that was located at the
Bezanson Townsite. Three
Rooney’s Store & Post Office at Bezanson
more children arrived to
showing living quarters at the back
complete the family - Bruce
(1927), Mona (1929) and
Connie (1932). The children
all attended the Lindsay
School. The Post Office
Districts of Smoky River and
Bezanson merged and the new
enlarged area became known
as the Bezanson Post Office.
Lucie filled the position of
postmistress. It was a very busy time for the Rooney’s as they expanded their business by opening a
store and post office at Crooked Creek. The older Rooney teenagers gained invaluable training by
working in the stores and it was Donald’s intent to return to such employment after the War.
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Donald enlisted with the Royal Hamilton Infantry on January 12, 1943 in Edmonton. His attestation
paper stated that he was 5’ 6 ½” tall with blue eyes and brown hair. It further stated that he would
like to study mechanics and wanted to learn how to ride motorcycles. Donald received basic training
in Edmonton and Calgary following which on July 16, 1943, he was sent to England. He wanted to
take advantage of available training courses and successfully completed a Shoemaker “C” program in
March 1944. Donald was transferred to France on July 25, 1944 where he joined the forces
embroiled in battle after battle during the Normandy Campaign. Caen had just been secured and the
Canadians were ordered to push forward towards Falaise. It was during this offensive on August 12th
that Donald was wounded and succumbed to his injuries the same day. Nine days later the Falaise
Pocket was secured and
proved to be a decisive Allied
Victory. Donald was buried
at the Bretteville-Sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery; the
majority of those buried
there died during the latter
stages of the Battle of
Normandy, the capture of
Caen and the movement
southwards. Almost every
unit of the Canadian 2nd
Corps is represented in the
cemetery that contains 2,958
World War II burials, the
majority being Canadian.
Donald received the 1939-45
Star, France & Germany Star,
Defence Medal, War Medal,
Canadian Volunteer Service
Medal & Clasp.
The inscription on Donald’s
headstone reads: “Will you
who pass, please kneel and
pray, for his soul may rest in
peace – Mother”.
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The Rooney’s sold the store at Bezanson in 1946 and moved to Grande Prairie following which, in
1948, they moved to Westbank, BC. Lucie passed away in 1951 and Patrick in 1962. Both were
buried in the Kelowna Cemetery. Donald’s sister, Dorothy, enlisted with the C.W.A.C. and eventually
settled in Minnesota. The rest of the siblings settled in various parts of Alberta and BC.
The Bezanson Community honours the memory of Donald Rooney – a young man who answered the
call of duty to maintain the Country’s freedom and died in the effort to do so.
Written by Wanda Zenner
**No part of this document may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any format without written permissions of
the author**
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